Management of tracheal tumors.
Since 1962, 110 primary tracheal tumors have been seen including 43 squamous cell carcinomas, 38 adenoid cystic, and 29 varied. Sixty-nine patients underwent resection of their primary tumors; an additional 33 patients with secondary tumors involving the trachea also underwent resection. Seventy-three of these 102 patients underwent primary reanastomosis. In 17, laryngotracheal resection was required; staged resections were done for the rest. Survival data indicate that benign tumors are cured by resection with reconstruction and that patients with squamous cell carcinoma, adenoid cystic carcinoma, and other types of malignant lesions obtained either long-term palliation or cure if surgical resection was possible. In patients with selected types of secondary tumors, resection and reconstruction provide prolonged palliation.